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Superintendent’s Message

Mr. Pete Walrod, Town Supervisor, Georgetown and 
Mr. Robert Berson, OV Superintendent of Schools
I am very pleased to announce that a $400,000 grant 

application intended to support a municipal share 
by the Otselic Valley Central School District and the 
Town of Georgetown has been fully funded. District 
and community leaders have been working with  
Mr. Pete Walrod, Town Supervisor of Georgetown, 
and others to realize a vision: a shared facility that 
will serve as a transportation facility for the District 
AND a highway facility for the Town.

 This significant award from the New York 
Department of State Local Government Efficiency 
Program will be provided through the New York 
Regional Economic Development Councils.

With these funds, the transportation bays at the 
Georgetown school can now be repurposed to allow 
shared use. The District will be equipped to bring 
transportation services fully back in-house following 
seven years of outsourcing this work to the Sherburne-
Earlville School District, to whom we extend our 
thanks. 

 The Town of Georgetown will have a much needed 
modern, accommodating highway garage away from 
the flood plain. Savings to Georgetown are estimated 
at over $5M which would have been needed for con-
struction of a new highway garage including land 
purchase, site work, and the actual build. 

This municipal share, which at the moment will be 
confined to the transportation part of the now vacant 
Georgetown campus, will provide a new office, toilet 
room, and efficient heating, plumbing, and electrical 
maintenance and upgrades.

It is anticipated that the $400,000 grant award will 
offset approximately 70% of the capital project phase 
2 work proposed for the Georgetown facility, which 
will go before District voters in May 2020. 

Phase 1 was made possible through the $1.6M 
referendum that voters approved November 2019. 
It provides for underground fuel tank removal at 
Georgetown, security upgrades, and a generator for 
the South Otselic school campus.

Phase 1 work is expected to begin spring/summer 
2020. Pending voter authorization, phase 2 is expected 
to begin fall/winter 2020.

The Georgetown school was originally repurposed 
from elementary school to transportation facility 
as part of an earlier $17M referendum approved by 
voters in 2011. That project was never fully realized 
but through the efforts of stakeholders committed to 
exploring municipal shares, the District and the Town 
of Georgetown are together bringing the prior plan 
to fruition, and enhancing it. 

This important opportunity is made possible 
because of the vision of many. Our thanks are 
extended to Mr. Walrod, the Georgetown Town Board, 
Otselic Valley Board of Education, the Facilities 
Committee, and other community leaders (specifi-
cally Otselic Valley Town Supervisor Marge Davis, 
and representatives from the American Legion and 
the South Otselic Fire Department) for embracing this 
vision. Appreciation is also extended to Ms. Lauren 
Lines of Cazenovia, whose successful grant writing 
services were contracted by the District. 

Continued on next page
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We want to thank again the Otselic Valley Central 
School District voters, 76% of whom voted Yes in the 
November 2019 referendum for phase 1 of this project. 
Voter support successfully positioned the district and 
our wider community for this new opportunity.

As the District explores good stewardship and com-
munity responsibility through other municipal shares, 
we will keep seeking grant funding for additional 
partnerships. If a community center, a veterans services 
location, or some other opportunity becomes possible 
and prudent, I’m confident our community will work 
together to make it happen.

—Mr. Robert G. Berson
Superintendent of Schools
Otselic Valley Central School District 

Superintendent’s Message, cont. Principal’s Message
Watching your children flourish with the 

guidance of our teachers at Otselic Valley is truly 
a blessing. While visiting classrooms, I witness 
children who are engaged and excited about 
learning. I am very proud of the children and 
the staff at OV, and I look forward to more great 
achievement through the rest of the school year!

One of my intentions is to improve communication 
with our families. In order to do this, we are asking 
that you update us on your home, cell and work 
phone numbers, addresses and any email addresses. 
If you have recently had a change in any of these, 
please be sure to call the school for any updates.  
It is also important that your voice mail is set up so 
that we may leave a message, especially in case of 
an emergency. Please be reminded that all official 
announcements regarding school cancellations and 
early dismissals or delays are broadcast by radio 
and television, as well as the School Messenger 
system, another reason to make sure everything 
is up to date in our system. Thank you very much 
for your assistance.

Students still go outdoors during the winter 
months. Coming to school prepared with the 
right clothes, gloves, hats, snow pants and boots 
for outdoor weather is very important. Students 
will NOT go outdoors if the temperatures outside 
dip below 20 degrees, this includes the windchill. 
Please ensure your child has cold weather gear for 
recess outdoors each and every day. If you have 
additional items your child has outgrown, please 
feel free to send them to your child’s teacher so we 
can have extras on hand as needed.

The procedures and daily activities of your 
child’s classroom should be familiar and comfort-
able to them by this time in the school year. If your 
child is still experiencing anxiety or any type of 
concerns, please contact your child’s teacher(s). 
We can work together to come up with some ideas 
to help your child feel more successful at school.

Kindergarten and  
Pre-Kindergarten Registration

Kindergarten registration for the 2020-2021 school 
year at Otselic Valley Central School has begun. 
Children who will be five years old before December 1,  
2020 are eligible to be enrolled. Registration forms can 
be obtained on the District’s website, www.ovcs.org, or 
by calling the school at 315-653-7218. Other prerequisites 
are listed in the registration packet. The registration 
form must be returned to the school on or before April 
30, 2020. Current students in the Otselic Valley Pre-K 
program need not re-enroll.

The Otselic Valley Central School District is also 
accepting applications for its Pre-K program. Only par-
ents who are District residents with an age-eligible child 
may apply. To be eligible a child must be four years old 
on or before December 1, 2020 and cannot be five years 
old before that date.

Per New York State Regulations, selection for Pre-
Kindergarten slots for the 2020-21 school year will be 
done randomly after the registration forms have been 
received by the deadline. Assuming that State funding 
will be held at the same level for next year as this year, 
we will only be able to accept a total of 18 students.

The deadline for all Pre-K registration forms is April 30,  
2020. Selection of applicants for the available slots will 
be determined soon after this date. Registration forms 
must be received by Mrs. Burpee at the District Office 
on or before this day. Registration packets can be picked 
up at either office and they are available on the website. 
For further information contact the District Office at 
315-653-7218, ext. 4042.

Reminder to Parents
Any parent wishing transportation for his/

her child to a non-public school for the 2020-2021 
school year must submit a written request by 
April 1, 2020 to:

Mr. Robert G. Berson
Superintendent of Schools

Otselic Valley Central School 
PO Box 161

South Otselic NY 13155
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Health Office News
Illness During School Hours

If your child becomes ill at school, you or the person 
designated on your emergency card will be notified. 
No child will be sent home unless there is someone 
to receive him or her. NOTE: Please notify the office 
of any changes in telephone numbers and/or of the 
name of the person to be notified.

Communicable Diseases/Extended Illness
All communicable diseases are to be reported to the 

school nurse as soon as the parent knows the diagno-
sis. For other illnesses or conditions, please notify the 
nurse if your child will be out more than two days.

Regarding Head Lice
This is a topic that can be very alarming to par-

ents and faculty members. 8-12 million students are 
affected by head lice each year in this country. Here 
are some facts and tips for you.
• Head lice DO NOT hop, jump or fly.
• Head lice prefer clean hair.
• Head to head contact is the way to contact lice. 

Live louse may crawl onto carpet or clothing and 
can survive long enough to crawl onto hair that 
comes in contact with it. 

• An adult louse has a life span of 30 days and can 
produce 300 eggs, known as nits.

• Nits hatch in 10 days and need a warm, humid 
environment. They require human blood to sur-
vive. They cannot survive on plastic, smooth, or 
hard surfaces.

• Adult lice are the size of a sesame seed. They are 
brown and move very quickly through hair.

• Nits are white and stick very tightly to individual 
hair strands.

TREATMENT WITH AN APPROVED HEAD LICE 
PRODUCT AND MANUAL REMOVAL OF ALL NITS 
IS THE ONLY WAY TO BREAK THE LICE CYCLE.

If your child does get head lice, try not to panic. 
Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a recommended 
treatment product. Follow instructions carefully. Call 
the school nurse or your doctor if the instructions 
seem confusing. Remember to re-treat in 10 days as 
indicated by the product instructions.
• Check all family members . . . including parents.
• Disinfect combs and brushes.
• Wash and dry bedding on high heat setting.
• Vacuum carpets, furniture, mattresses and  

vehicles.

• Stuffed animals can be put into a plastic garbage 
bag and sealed for 14 days. 

• There is no need to spray or bomb your house. 
These products are toxic and are not proven to 
help prevent lice.

• Children and pregnant women should not use 
products containing Lindane (kwell). This product 
is toxic.

If you need more help or would like to learn more 
about lice you can call the National Pediculosis 
Association 1-800-446-4672.

General Guidelines for Parents
If your child complains of or shows the following 

symptoms at home, please follow these guidelines: 
• RED EYES: Any child with an itchy eye that is red, 

puffy and draining colored fluid will be sent home 
and asked to see their healthcare provider. 

• RASH: Any child with an unexplained rash or eye 
inflammation should be kept at home until the 
condition is diagnosed by a physician. 

• FEVER: If a fever is present during an illness, a 
child should be kept at home until the tempera-
ture is normal for at least 24 hours, and until all 
symptoms are gone. Children with temperatures 
of 100.5 or higher will be sent home. Children with 
temperatures below 100.5 will be assessed and 
may be sent home depending on their complaints.

• COLD: A child with acute early symptoms of a cold 
should stay at home to prevent serious develop-
ments and to protect classmates from exposure 
to infection. If this practice is followed, fewer 
absences due to respiratory illness will occur. 
Some symptoms are a runny nose, persistent 
cough, swollen glands, sore throat and headache.

• STOMACH PROBLEMS: An upset stomach, diar-
rhea and stomach pains are also reasons your 
child should stay home. If your child has diarrhea, 
please wait 24 hours before returning your child 
to school.

• HEADACHES: Many times headaches are from 
not eating or drinking properly. Please encour-
age your child to eat breakfast either at home for 
make arrangements for your child to eat breakfast 
at school.

• VOMITING: Any child that has an episode of vom-
iting will be sent home from school. Please do not 
send your child to school if they have vomited in 
the last 24 hours.



4 OTSELIC VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL

MySchoolBucks Coming  
to Otselic Valley

MySchoolBucks, an easy, fast, and secure 
way for families to pay for students’ additional 
meal purchases and more, is coming to Otselic 
Valley. MySchoolBucks is a proven leader in 
payment systems, and is expected to resolve user 
difficulties experienced by some of our families. 
Training for staff will be implemented in mid-
March, immediately followed by instructions for 
families who may choose to use this service.

Please note that breakfasts and lunches are still 
FREE for all students at Otselic Valley, but this 
payment tool allows families to fund accounts 
used by students who wish to buy extra meals 
and a la carte items. Please watch for updates on 
our Facebook page and website.

Cold and Flu Season 
Recommendations

The flu and cold season is here. The flu season 
usually lasts from November–April. Below is a guide 
that you may find helpful if you are not sure if you 
have the flu or the cold. You should call your doctor 
as soon as you or your child shows symptoms of the 
flu. One way to reduce your risk of getting the flu is to 
get a flu vaccine. The flu vaccine reduces the average 
person’s chances of catching the flu by 80% during the 
season. Good health habits help prevent the spread 
of the flu or a cold.
• Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently.
• Never share cups and eating utensils.
• Stay home from work or school when you are sick.
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 

you cough and sneeze. 
For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/flu

Community Service 
Requirements

Students graduating from Otselic Valley Central 
School are required to have 60 hours of community 
service acquired from 7th through 12th grade:
• 20 hours: inside events (school service)
• 20 hours: outside events (students pick up forms 

to get approval for outside events)
• 20 hours: student’s choice

Examples of outside community service
• Helping at a church or fire station event, Vacation 

Bible School, American Legion, town or commu-
nity clean up projects, benefits for community 
members

• Georgetown Fire Station Fish Fry
• Firemen’s Field Days
• South Otselic Fire Station Halloween Party
• Fishing Heritage Day

Examples of inside school community service
• Concessions at Homecoming games
• Reading to elementary students
• Helping in an elementary classroom
• Tutoring
• Helping custodians
• Other school events

Examples that are NOT community service
• Babysitting your siblings
• Working for your neighbor
• Cleaning a barn or raking leaves for a friend

We are very proud of our students’ demonstration of 
civic responsibilities, and school and community pride.
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Senior Seminar Final Projects
Students in the optional 

o n e - s e m e s t e r  S e n ior 
Seminar with Mrs. Morse 
and Ms. Moisan have an 
opportunity to actively 
step toward their futures. 
They work da i ly  on 
the College and Career 
Preparat ion course by 
APEX Online, through 
which they look more 

closely at their interests and an array of related 
careers. They also learn about application processes 
and financial aid options. Students can participate in 
college fairs and campus tours, and may also choose 
brief job shadowing opportunities or interview pro-
fessionals working in their chosen field. 

Our students’ choices have been as varied as they 
are: nursing, automotive work, videography, social 
work, culinary arts, brain science, horse manage-
ment, horse farrier work, veterinary care, wildlife 
biology, entrepreneurship, education, videography, 
coaching, sports reporting, EMT/paramedic service, 
and bakery ownership are just some of the possible 
careers Vikings are considering.

Many thanks go out to the many businesses and 
organizations who have made time and space to visit 
with our future-planning students, including UHS 
Chenango Memorial Hospital, Monro Auto Center, 
The Evening Sun, the Georgetown and South Otselic 
Emergency Squads, DCMO BOCES cooperative ser-
vice providers, DCMO BOCES Career and Technical 
Education programs, Otselic Valley Central School, 
Tri County Collision in Norwich, Monro Auto Center 
in Norwich, Compassionate Care in Norwich, and 
SUNY Morrisville. 

Congratulations are in order for the successful com-
pletion of their final presentations as well. Students 
were free to choose any topic of interest into which 
they could dig deep, and many students chose to focus 
on career plans. They prepared for their final paper 
and presentation with on-time overviews, outlines, 
and a work journal. Their presentations to classmates 
and visitors included well-organized and interesting 
content where learning took place, plus visual aids, 
timeliness, eye contact, and clear delivery. Our stu-
dents are many steps closer to life after graduation. 
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Spring Musical
The cast has been selected for this year’s musical! 

This year the Otselic Valley Drama Club will be pro-
ducing Disney’s The Little Mermaid. We are excited to 
announce the addition of animated backgrounds to 
this year’s production. Can you imagine rolling ocean 
waves in the MPR?! This will be a fun family activity 
on March 20 and 21. Tickets will be $5 for adults and 
$3 for students. Please mark your calendar and plan 
to attend! 

The Drama Club does experience expenses in 
producing the spring musical. The expenses include 
items such as: licensing fees, royalty fees, rental fees, 
costumes and many more. If you are willing to be a 
sponsor, please fill out the form and return it to:

Otselic Valley Spring Musical
Cynthia Neal

PO Box 161
South Otselic, NY 13155

Support Fine Arts at OV
Disney’s The Little Mermaid

Business sponsors $25/$50 may include a busi-
ness card or ad to be placed in the program. 
$25 sponsors or higher may include a special 
greeting to cast members.

Check one of the following : 
 $50 Gold Sponsor
 $25 Silver Sponsor
 $10 Friend of the Arts Sponsor

Name: _________________________________

Address:  _______________________________

 _______________________________________

Comments to be added to program:

 _______________________________________

 _______________________________________

Writer’s Conference
Congratulations to Otselic Valley’s winning student 

writers who will be attending the 25th annual Pen in 
Hand Writers’ Conference in Central New York this 
spring:

Juston Button, Paige Palmer, Aspen Grisolini, 
Kailey Bartlett, Nick Ramsdell

Selection for this two-day intensive is competi-
tive, but worth it. These students will return to OV 
equipped with writing support of all kinds: connec-
tion to networks, inspiration through ideas, guidance 
through exercises, and more.

Many thanks to Mrs. Yafchak, a retired English 
teacher, for originally opening the door to Pen in 
Hand, and to Mrs. Kalin for continuing to connect 
our students to this great opportunity.

Write on, Vikings.

National Honor Society 
and National Junior Honor 

Society Food Drive

Thank you everyone who donated to the Otselic 
Valley National and Junior Honor Society Food Drive. 
It was another successful year restocking our local 
food pantries.

Thank You for Your Support !
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Spelling Bee 2020
Congratulations to Josie Guernsey, 

Grade 6, who won the Otselic Valley 
Spelling Bee for Otselic Valley with 
the winning word “mutate.” She par-
ticipated in the Daily Star Regional 
Spelling Bee at SUNY Oneonta on 

March 7 beginning at 10:00 a.m. The winner of that 
competition will go to Washington D.C. for the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in a trip sponsored by Oneonta’s 
Daily Star.

Otsel ic Val ley runners-up in the excit ing 
Championship Round were Shianne Bell (Grade 7) 
and Cameron Bartlett (Grade 8).

Appreciation and congratulations are extended to 
all students who competed in this Grades 6-8 opportu-
nity. Spelling Bees require courage, poise, and study, 
and you did it all.
Grade 6

Owen Davis, Wyatt Eaton, Josie Guernsey–
Champion, Miranda Hackett, Katelyn Hills, Dyxie 
Jackson, Caleb Loomis, Logan Ossont, Brianna 
Patterson, Dustin Perry, Eric Rawson, Lukas 
Schieferstein
Grade 7

R i ley Ba r t le t t ,  Sh ia n ne Bel l–r u n ner-up 
(Championship Round), Lori Dunagan, Caden 
Fuller, Carlie Golden, Madeline Marshall, Aiden 
Thompson
Grade 8

Cameron Bartlett–runner-up (Championship 
Round),  Madison Bar t let t ,  Jacob Bunt ing , 
Alexzandria Delaney, Destiny Jackson, Damon 
Lites, Kevin Purtell, Daniel Roodenburg

Schedule Change
Morning Program and  Community Story Time  

now on Friday mornings 

It is the 2nd semester, which means Morning 
Program for students in Pre-K through 3rd grade 
and their families moves to FRIDAYS, 8:30-9:00 a.m., 
in the MPR. 

Also, Community Story Time for children ages 
0-4 and their caregivers continues every Friday after 
Morning Program, at about 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the 
Library.

We hope to see you there!

Box Top App benefits  OV
All you need is a smartphone and the Box Tops 

for Education app to earn funds for the Otselic 
Valley Library. This updated mobile app scans 
your store receipt, finds participating products, 
and adds Box Tops to our school’s earnings 
online. 

Download the Box Tops for Education at your 
app store and get started easily. Thank you for 
your support.

Great 
Job!
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Cazenovia College and OV Partner to Train Teachers

Otselic Valley is helping shape the next generation 
of teachers through a partnership with Cazenovia 
College. 

Twice weekly through April, eight education majors 
are in OV’s Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 6th grade 
classrooms as part of their ED 312 course at Cazenovia 
College: Primary Curriculum and Methods, Practicum 
4: Field Placement.

“They are working directly with host teach-
ers in our building,” explained Mrs. Lacey Eaves, 
Otselic Valley’s Director of Curriculum, Instruction, 
Assessment, and Special Programs, as well as Site 
Supervisor and an Associate Lecturer at Cazenovia 
College. “These education majors will be designing 
lessons, working with students, and teaching lessons 
with the guidance of mentor teachers.”

Otselic Valley was identified by Cazenovia College 
as a strong site for this field placement because of 
OV’s experience with integrated and inclusive class-
rooms required by the New York State Education 
Department. Here, students with varying needs and 
abilities are part of each class for which teachers pro-
vide differentiated instruction every day. Our skilled 
teachers’ lesson plans and classroom experiences take 
into account students’ individual learning styles and 
varying levels of readiness, but all are entitled to the 
general education classroom experience. “Otselic 
Valley is a hidden gem,” said Mrs. Eaves.

Cazenovia students are teaching supervised mini-
lessons in social studies and ELA, all of which reflect 
the core curriculum. After several weeks with their 
primary mentor teachers, these students will also 
branch out into special education.

“These emerging educators have a lot of oversight 
while here,” added Mrs. Eaves. “They are under the 
direct supervision of their mentor teachers, and the 
director of the Education program at Cazenovia 
College. I also observe them in the classroom, remain 
available for assistance, and treat them as teachers.”

This is a great opportunity for young professionals 
who come from as far away as Utica and Waterville, 
and it also contributes to Otselic Valley’s skilled 
workforce development. “It’s a partnership we hope to 
grow,” said Mrs. Eaves. “We look forward to learning 
from them as much as they learn from us. And after 
they graduate, they may choose to return here if job 
openings become available.”

Local History Class Project in Video
Final projects in Mrs. Morse’s Local History elec-

tive allowed students to offer a snapshot view of 
what they’ve learned about our region. Some cre-
ated brochures and presentations, one made art in a 
comic format, and three ninth graders developed and 
produced a video (plus a trailer you shouldn’t miss).

Linda Nelson, Emily Smith, and Peyton Graham 
used technology and videography to solve presenta-
tion challenges, communicate learning, and deliver 
a novel take on the class’s field trips. Their “news” 
broadcast will spark curiosity about our region, and 
appreciation for creative classrooms that give students 
opportunities to do original work.

Trailer: https://bit.ly/2Vbb6GM
Video: https://bit.ly/3bV8vXi
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Tick Tock
Mike Shuman fills display cases, this time 
with historic clocks

“Aren’t they awesome?!”
That’s the phrase we hear over and over 

in front of the display case across from the 
District Office, now filled with antique clocks 
of all types and from many eras thanks to  
Mr. Mike Shuman, a school custodian, his-
torian, collector, and friend to Otselic Valley.

“Mike and I started the displays several 
years ago when I noticed the case(s) were 
not being utilized,” Mrs. Osowski told us. 
“Although Mike has shared materials spe-
cific to classes, the displays don’t necessarily 
connect with any particular class—they are 
just what Mike would like to share from 
his extensive personal collection. Most of 
the stuff comes right off his walls! Over the 
years we have done so many displays. We 
change them up now and again so we all get 
a chance to see more.”

Over time these displays have included 
Civil War artifacts, a Pepsi/Coke display, 
advertisements, games, electronics, cameras, 
movie posters and memorabilia, collectable 
tin cans, and Beatles memorabilia—clearly, 
Mr. Shuman is a huge fan.

 Mrs. Osowski added, “Mike is a knowl-
edgeable historian and so generous to share 
with us. It is fun to see adults and students 
start to walk by the case and stop suddenly 
when they see something catch their eye. I 
love to hear the stories and memories people 
share that connect to various items in the 
displays. ‘My grandmother used to have . . .’  
‘I remember going with my dad to . . .’ ‘I used 
to own this . . .’”

 “These displays are such a simple way to 
show that we have more connections to each 
other in our disjointed world.”

 Thank you, Mr. Shuman!

Ag Students Restore  
Antique Tractor

A lot is happening in the Power, Structural and Technical 
Systems class including recognition of history, workforce 
preparation, a little recycling, and plenty of school + commu-
nity connections. 

 Ms. Parrott explains: “Last week our class started a new 
project in the shop, and are the students excited or what?! 
They are working on restoring a 1940 John Deere Model B 
tractor, and working on removing and rebuilding many parts 
throughout the tractor. Talk about hands-on learning! We are 
very thankful for community members like Peter Robinson, 
the tractor’s owner, for allowing our class this opportunity. 
Stay tuned for progress!”

In this ag mechanics class students have previously welded, 
built play props, and now they are doing small engine work. 
They are in the shop just about every day, and now they can 
do even more thanks to community support.

“Peter Robinson plans to let the FFA show off the restored 
tractor at various events/tractor shows that we attend (like 
Fishing Heritage Day in May),” Ms. Parrott added. “He is very 
interested in antique tractors and buys many of them as restora-
tion projects. We have the time and labor, and he is supplying 
the new parts we need, so it will hopefully be a win-win for 
both parties!” 
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Library News
The Otselic Valley Library is thriving, 

and you can be part of it. 
Our space is open to the public every 

Tuesday from 3:00-7:00  p.m. when school 
is in session. Community members are 
invited to get a library card, check out 
books, use our computers and printers, 
explore our art corner and puzzles, see 
our gerbils and fish, and enjoy our  com-
fortable, beautiful space. There is always 
a special craft or activity scheduled too.

Our first “Friends of the Otselic Valley 
Library” meeting will be held March 31,  
from 3:30-4:00 p.m. for students, and 
6:00-6:30 p.m. for the community. All are 
welcome to help us set the  direction for 
our library. Your participation doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to do more, but  it 
does help us learn what our library could 
do to serve those who live in our area.

During school, our library also serves 
as a “maker space” for students who are 
actively creating. Fourth grader Joseph 
Cruger recently made and programmed 
a moving robot all by himself. Classmates 
helped find parts, but Joseph did all the 
design, building, and problem-solving by 
himself. It worked! 

Four 6th graders used the library to 
develop and publish the “OV Feed,” a 
school-centered newspaper. Mariela 
Aguilar-Gomez, Kayle Mott, Miranda 
Hackett, and Brianna Patterson created 
and published this 100% on their own: 
the editorial development, photos, inter-
views, design, and mockup. The print 
run was small, but the achievement was 
significant.

We are very proud of students who 
bring their ideas to life, and thankful for 
Mrs. Hammer who with her staff helps 
students and community members find 
new doors and walk through them.

Come join us!

Mrs. Allen and Kimi with a 
folded book art project

Joseph Cruger and 
his self-made robot

Students publish the Viking Feed
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Otselic Valley Central School  
Wall of Fame Nomination 

 
About the Nominee 
 
Name: _______________________________________ Telephone:_____________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ E-Mail: _______________________ 
 
    _____________________________________ 
 
If a graduate, year of graduation:__________________ 
 
If an employee, years of service at Otselic Valley Central School: _________________________ 
 
If deceased, name, address, and telephone of closest living relative: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attach a brief summary for the following items about the Nominee: 
 
1. A career description and commitment to strive for excellence in career pursuit and/or community 
 service. 
2. Honors and achievements (special awards, recognitions, outstanding performances, etc.). 
3. A description of how this person is a positive role model who has motivated others to achieve their 
 highest potential. 
 
About the Person Submitting this Nomination: 
 
Name: _____________________________________ Telephone: ____________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ E-Mail: _______________________ 
 
    ___________________________________ 
 
If a graduate, year of graduation: ____________________________ 
 
If an employee, year of start at Otselic Valley Central School: ____________________________ 
 
Please return completed nomination to: Wall of Fame Committee 
      Otselic Valley Central School  
      PO Box 161 
      South Otselic  NY  13155 
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Paul O’Connor, President
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“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”

Contact person: 
Robert Berson, Superintendent of Schools, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Board Member Nominating 
Petition Deadline

Petitions for nominating candidates for the office of 
member of the Board of Education shall be filed with 
the Clerk of said School District at her office in the 
PK-12 building, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic 
NY, not later than Monday, April 20, 2020 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Each petition shall be 
directed to the Clerk of the District, shall be signed 
by at least 25 voters of the District, and must state the 
name and residence of the candidate. Blank petitions 
can be picked up at the same office after April 1, 2020.

There are two vacancies this year. One is the five-
year expired term of Brian Wood. The other is the 
unexpired, one-year term of Mark Swayze currently 
held by Georgia Gonzalez.

Calendar of Events
March
 13 Third Interim Marking Period Ends
 14 SAT Exam
 16 Varsity Baseball and Softball Practice Begins
 19 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
 20 Interim Reports Mailed
 20 Spring Musical, 7:00 p.m.
 21 Spring Musical, 2:00 p.m.
 23 Modified Baseball and Softball Practice Begins
 25-27 Grades 3-8 ELA State Testing
 TBD PSAT 10 (Sophomores)
 30-31 Spirit Week

April
 1-3 Spirit Week
 1 Booster Club Meeting, Library, 6:00 p.m.
 2 PTO Meeting
 4 Modified Futsal Tournament
 6-13 No School—Spring Recess
 10 No School—Good Friday, Offices Closed 
 14 BOE Mtg. OV Budget Adoption, 7:00 p.m.
 17 Marking Period Ends
 20 BOE Mtg. Regular Meeting and BOCES 

Admin Budget Vote, 7:00 p.m.
 21-23 Grades 3-8 State Math Testing
 24 7-12 Report Cards Mailed

Wall Of Fame Nominations
Nomination Form Inside

The Wall of Fame Committee is accepting nomina-
tions for the 2019-2020 induction ceremony. We are 
looking to recognize graduates, current or former 
employees, volunteers and/or friends of the Otselic 
Valley Central School District who have made out-
standing contributions in their fields.

Please contact Robert Berson, 315-653-7218, for more 
information.




